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which correspond to a plurality of characteristic points of a
user’s desired figure, the user moves the touched positions in
accordance with a shape of the figure and leaves his or her
touches from the touched positions and touches an additional
touch position, characteristic conditions of different figures (a
circle, parallel lines, an equilateral triangle, a triangle, a
square, a rectangle, a quadrangle, a straight line, a concentric
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touched positions, a locus of the movement of the touched
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FIG.5

MULTI-TOUCH FIGURE INPUT —+—G(17)

DRAW A FIGURE (SEE THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES).

CIRCLE: PLACE FINGERS ON TWO POINTS LIKE A COMPASS AND
DRAW AN ARC WITH ONE OF THE FINGERS.

PARALLEL LINES: PLACE FINGERS ON TWO POINTS AND MOVE

THE FINGERS IN PARALLEL.

EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE: TOUCH ONE POINT AND THEN TOUCH OTHER
TWO POINTS WITHOUT RELEASING A FINGER FROM THE ONE POINT.
SQUARE: TOUCH TWO POINTS AND THEN RELEASE FINGERS FROM
THE TWO POINTS AND TOUCH OTHER TWO POINTS AT ONCE.
CONCENTRIC CIRCLE: TOUCH THREE POINTS WITH THREE FINGERS
AND DRAW AN ARC WITH REFERENCE TO TWO OF THE POINTS WITH
THE OTHER POINT TOUCHED.
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FIGURE DRAWING APPARATUS, FIGURE
DRAWING METHOD AND RECORDING
MEDIUM ON WHICH FIGURE DRAWING
PROGRAMS ARE RECORDED

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation Application of PCT
Application No. PCT/JP2013/076175, filed Sep. 19, 2013
and based upon and claiming the benefit of priority from
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-206653, filed Sep. 20,
2012, the entire contents of all of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a figure drawing apparatus,
a figure drawing method and a recording medium on which
figure drawing programs are recorded.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, as an apparatus for inputting an arbitrary
figure according to a user’s operation, there has been consid-
ered a system including a touch panel display unit to input and
display a figure corresponding to a touch operation of directly
touching the touch panel display unit with auser’s finger (Jpn.
Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2011-22964, for
example).

In the above conventional input display system, when a
user moves his or her finger on the touch panel display unit
with one point of the display unit touched with the finger, a
handwritten figure corresponding to a locus of the movement
is drawn and displayed. When the handwritten figure is dis-
played, the user sets a deformation mode and moves the figure
while touching a plurality of points of the figure. Accordingly,
the user is able to deform the figure to have a desired shape
and display it.

The above conventional input display system is capable of
drawing and displaying a handwritten figure by touch opera-
tion. However, in order to display a regular figure such as a
perfect circle, an equilateral triangle and a square, a user has
to set the deformation mode, and touch and move a plurality
of points of the handwritten figure, thereby deforming the
handwritten figure.

For the above reason, in order to display a user’s desired
regular figure, a user has to perform a two-stage operation of
an operation of inputting a handwritten figure and an opera-
tion of deforming the input handwritten figure, which still
causes a lot of trouble with the user. Moreover, convention-
ally, a user had to input figures and characters separately,
which was a complicated operation.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made to resolve the above
problems. Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention
to provide a figure drawing apparatus capable of easily input-
ting and displaying user’s desired figures and characters by
user’s intuitive and graceful touch operations, and a control
program for controlling the figure drawing apparatus.

A figure drawing apparatus according to the present inven-
tion, comprises a touch panel, a display unit, a touch position
detection unit which detects (i) one touch position, (ii) a
plurality of touch positions simultaneously, and (iii) a move-
ment of at least one of the touch positions detected in accor-
dance with a user’s touch operation of the touch panel, a
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2

drawing figure determination unit which, when the touch
position detection unit detects a plurality of touch positions
simultaneously, determines a type of a figure and a drawing-
position detected simultaneously and a following movement
of'the touch positions detected by the touch position detection
unit, a figure display control unit which displays a figure on
the display unit in accordance with the type of the figure and
the drawing-position of the figure determined by the drawing
figure determination unit, a one-point locus display control
unit which, when the touch position detection unit detects one
touch position of one point and then the movement of the one
touch position, displays a locus of the movement of the one
touch position on the display unit, and a character display
control unit which displays the locus of the movement of the
one touch position displayed by the one-point locus display
control unit on the display unit as a character.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumentali-
ties and combinations particularly pointed out hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the general descrip-
tion given above and the detailed description of the embodi-
ments given below, serve to explain the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
electronic circuit of a touch panel PDA 10 according to an
embodiment of a figure drawing apparatus of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 1) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 2) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 3) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 5 shows an operation instruction screen G for a user
which is displayed on a touch panel color display unit 17 as a
result of a figure drawing process being started by the touch
panel PDA 10;

FIG. 6A shows a display operation performed on a figure
input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to draw
and display circle Cir through the figure drawing process of
the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 6B shows another display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to
draw and display circle Cir through the figure drawing pro-
cess of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 7A shows a display operation performed on the figure
input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to draw
and display parallel lines PL through a figure drawing process
of'the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 7B shows another display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to
draw and display parallel lines PL. through the figure drawing
process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 8A shows a display operation performed on the figure
input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to draw
and display equilateral triangle TR through a figure drawing
process of the touch panel PDA 10;
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FIG. 8B shows another display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with atouch operationto
draw and display equilateral triangle TR through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 9A shows a display operation performed on the figure
input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to draw
and display square RS through a figure drawing process of the
touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 9B shows another display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with atouch operationto
draw and display square RS through the figure drawing pro-
cess of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 10A shows a display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with atouch operationto
draw and display straight line SL through a figure drawing
process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 10B shows another display operation performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display straight line SL through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 11A shows a display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with atouch operationto
draw and display concentric circle CC through a figure draw-
ing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 11B shows another display operation performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display concentric circle CC through the
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 12A shows a display operation (part 1) performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display a combination of parallel lines PL,
triangle TR and circle Cir through a figure drawing process of
the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 12B shows another display operation (part 1) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-
allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 12C shows another display operation (part 1) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-
allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 13 A shows a display operation (part 2) performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display a combination of parallel lines PL,
triangle TR and circle Cir through a figure drawing process of
the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 13B shows another display operation (part 2) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-
allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 13C shows another display operation (part 2) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-
allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 14 A shows a display operation (part 3) performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display a combination of parallel lines PL,
triangle TR and circle Cir through a figure drawing process of
the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 14B shows another display operation (part 3) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 14C shows another display operation (part 3) per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display the combination of par-
allel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through the figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 15A shows a display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to
draw and display graph y of an Nth-order curve through a
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;

FIG. 15B shows another display operation performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display graph y of an Nth-order curve
through the figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA
10;

FIG. 16A shows a display operation performed on the
figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch operation to
draw and display graphs yl1 and y2 of sinusoidal curves
through a figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10;
and

FIG. 16B shows another display operation performed on
the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
tion to draw and display graphs y1 and y2 of hyperbolic sine
waves through the figure drawing process of the touch panel
PDA 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
electronic circuit of a touch panel PDA 10 according to an
embodiment of a figure drawing apparatus of the present
invention.

The figure drawing apparatus is configured as atouch panel
personal digital assistant (PDA) 10 having a figure drawing
function, which will be described below, a personal computer
(PC), a cellular phone, a handheld game console or the like.

The PDA 10 is configured by a computer which reads
programs stored in different storage mediums or transferred
programs to control the operation of the PDA 10. The elec-
tronic circuit includes a central processing unit (CPU) 11.

The CPU 11 controls the operation of each unit of the
circuit in accordance with an apparatus control program that
is previously stored in a memory 12, an apparatus control
program that is stored in the memory 12 from an external
storage medium 13 such as a ROM card through a storage
medium reading/writing unit 14, or an apparatus control pro-
gram that is stored in the memory 12 from a Web server (a
program server in this case) on the Internet N through a
communication control unit 15.

The apparatus control programs stored in the memory 12
are activated in response to a key input signal corresponding
to auser’s single touch operation or simultaneous multi touch
operation from a key input unit 16, touch input signals corre-
sponding to a user’s operation from a touch panel color dis-
play unit 17, acommunication signal for communicating with
Web servers on the Internet N which are connected through
the communication control unit 15, or a connection commu-
nication signal for communicating with a memory card (stor-
age medium) 13 such as an EEPROM, a RAM and a ROM,
which is externally connected through the storage medium
reading/writing unit 14.
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As described above, for example, the memory 12, storage
medium reading/writing unit 14, communication control unit
15, key input unit 16 and touch panel color display unit 17 are
connected to the CPU 11.

As the apparatus control programs stored in the memory
12, there are a system program for controlling the entire
operation of the PDA 10 and a communication program for
performing data communications with, for example, Web
servers on the Internet and user personal computers (PC) (not
shown) through the communication control unit 15. In addi-
tion, different application programs, such as a mail function,
a sound recording/playback function, a picture recording/
playback function, a document processing function and a
schedule management function, are stored previously in the
memory 12 or downloaded from outside.

Furthermore, a figure drawing program 12a for fulfilling a
figure drawing function according to the present embodiment
and a character recognition program 125 for recognizing a
handwritten character as a result of execution of the figure
drawing program 12a are stored in the memory 12.

Moreover, the memory 12 includes a drawing figure data-
base 12¢ for storing different basic figures (a straight line,
parallel lines, a triangle, an equilateral triangle, a quadrangle,
arectangle, a square, a circle, a concentric circle, an ellipse, a
quadratic curve, a sinusoidal curve, hyperbolic sine waves,
etc.) which can be drawn in accordance with the figure draw-
ing program 12a. The memory 12 also includes a touch posi-
tion memory 12d, a drawing data registration memory 12e
and a work area 12f.

Data of the coordinates and locus of a touch position,
which are detected according to a user’s touch of the touch
panel of the touch panel color display unit 17, is updated in
real time and then stored in the touch position memory 124.

Data of the entire figure drawing screen, which is drawn
and displayed on the touch panel color display unit 17 in
accordance with the figure drawing program 12aq, is stored in
the drawing data registration memory 12e.

The touch panel PDA 10 so configured achieves a figure
drawing function, as will be described below, when the CPU
11 controls the operation of each unit of the circuit in accor-
dance with the instructions described in the figure drawing
program 12a and the character recognition program 124 to
execute software and hardware in cooperation with each
other.

Next, a specific operation associated with the figure draw-
ing function of the touch panel PDA 10 with the above con-
figuration will be described below.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 1) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 2) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a figure drawing process
(part 3) to be performed by the touch panel PDA 10.

FIG. 5 shows an operation instruction screen G for a user
which is displayed on the touch panel color display unit 17 as
aresult of a figure drawing process being started by the touch
panel PDA 10.

When the figure drawing program 12a is activated by
selecting an application program according to a user’s opera-
tion, the operation instruction screen G is displayed on the
touch panel color display unit 17 (referred to as a “touch panel
display unit 17 hereinafter) in order to instruct a user how to
perform touch operations corresponding to different types of
drawing, as shown in FIG. 5.

(Drawing of Circle Cir)

FIGS. 6 A and 6B each show a display operation performed
on a figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch opera-
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tion to draw and display circle Cir through the figure drawing
process of the touch panel PDA 10.

Ifit is judged that the touch panel display unit 17 is touched
according to a user’s operation (Yes in step S1), it is deter-
mined whether X-Y coordinates are being displayed for
graphical representation (step S2).

If it is judged that no X-Y coordinates are being displayed
(No in step S2), it is judged whether two points are touched
simultaneously (step S3) or three points are touched (step
S22) or one point is touched (step S27) in accordance with the
touch operation.

If it is judged that user H touches two points P1 and P2
simultaneously on the touch panel display unit 17, as shown
in FIG. 6A (Yes in step S3), it is judged whether touched
points P1 and P2 are moved or not (step S4).

If touched point P2 is moved like an arc around touched
point P1, it is judged that touched point P2 is moved (Yes in
step S4) and then it is judged whether locus L of touched point
P2 satisfies a fixed condition of the arc with respect to touched
point P1 (step S5).

Ifit is judged that the arc condition of locus L from touched
point P2 to touched point P2' corresponds to radius P1-P2
(P2") is satisfied, as shown in FIG. 6B (Yes in step S5), basic
figure data of the circle is read out of the drawing figure
database 12¢, and circle Cir whose size is adjusted is drawn
and displayed such that touched point P1 is located on the
center of the circle and touched point P2 (P2") is located on the
arc (step S6).

(Drawing of Parallel Lines PL)

FIGS. 7A and 7B each show a display operation performed
on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch
operation to draw and display parallel lines PL through a
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

After it is judged that user H touches two points P1 and P2
simultaneously on the touch panel display unit 17 as shown in
FIG.7A (Yes in step S3), if both touched points P1 and P2 are
moved in parallel (Yes in step S4), it is judged that touched
points P1 and P2 are moved (Yes in step S4).

If it is judged that locus L1 of touched point P1 and locus
L2 oftouched point P2 satisfy a fixed condition of the parallel
lines (Yes in step S7), basic figure data of the parallel lines is
read out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and parallel lines
PL whose size is adjusted are drawn and displayed such that
afirst line between touched point P1 and moved point P1' and
a second line between touched point P2 and moved point P2'
become parallel with each other as shown in FIG. 7B (step
S8).

Ifitis judged that loci L1 and L2 of touched points P1 and
P2 do not satisfy the fixed condition of the parallel lines (No
in step S7), the loci of the movements corresponding to the
first line between P1 and P1' and the second line between P2
and P2' are drawn and displayed as they are (step S9).

(Drawing of Equilateral Triangle TR)

FIGS. 8A and 8B each show a display operation performed
on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch
operation to draw and display equilateral triangle TR through
a figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

After it is judged that user H touches two points P1 and P2
simultaneously on the touch panel display unit 17 as shown in
FIG. 8A (Yes in step S3), the user releases his or her finger
from one (P2) of the touched points and moves the finger as
indicated by arrow m and touches another point P3 as shown
in FIG. 8B. Thus, it is determined that the touched point P2 is
released (Yes in step S10) and also it is judged that the point
P3 is touched (Yes in step S11).

If it is judged that the positional relation among touched
points P1, P2 and P3 satisfies a fixed condition of the equi-
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lateral triangle (Yes in step S12), basic figure data of the
equilateral triangle is read out of the drawing figure database
12¢, and an equilateral triangle TR whose size is adjusted is
drawn and displayed such that its three apexes coincide with
touched points P1, P2 and P3 within a fixed range (step S13).

If it is judged that the positional relation among touched
points P1, P2 and P3 does not satisfy the fixed condition of the
equilateral triangle (No in step S12), a triangle having
touched points P1, P2 and P3 as the apexes thereof is drawn
and displayed as it is (step S14).

(Drawing of Square RS)

FIGS. 9A and 9B each show a display operation performed
on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a touch
operation to draw and display square RS through a figure
drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

After it is judged that user H touches two points P1 and P2
simultaneously on the touch panel display unit 17 as shown in
FIG. 9A (Yes in step S3), the user releases his or her fingers
from the touched points P1 and P2 and moves the fingers as
indicated by arrows m1 and m2 and touches other two points
P3 and P4 as shown in FIG. 9B. Thus, it is determined that the
touched points P1 and P2 are released (Yes in step S10) and
also it is judged that the points P3 and P4 are touched (Yes in
step S15).

If it is judged that the positional relation among touched
points P1, P2, P3 and P4 satisfies a fixed condition of the
square (Yes in step S16), basic figure data of the square is read
out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and a square RS whose
size is adjusted is drawn and displayed such that its four
apexes coincide with their respective four touched points P1,
P2, P3 and P4 within a fixed range (step S17).

If it is judged that the positional relation among touched
points P1, P2, P3 and P4 does not satisfy the fixed condition
of the square (No in step S16), then it is judged that the
positional relation satisfies a fixed condition of a rectangle
(Yes in step S18). And basic figure data of the rectangle is read
out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and a rectangle whose
size is adjusted is drawn and displayed such that its four
apexes coincide with their respective touched points P1, P2,
P3 and P4 within a fixed range (step S19).

If it is judged that the positional relation among touched
points P1, P2, P3 and P4 does not satisfy the fixed condition
of'the rectangle, either (No in step S18), a quadrangle having
touched points P1, P2, P3 and P4 as the apexes thereof is
drawn and displayed as it is (step S20).

(Drawing of Straight Line SL)

FIGS. 10A and 10B each show a display operation per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display straight line SL through
a figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

After it is judged that user H touches two points P1 and P2
simultaneously on the touch panel display unit 17 as shown in
FIG. 10A (Yes in step S3), the user keeps releasing his or her
fingers from the touched points P1 and P2 as shown in FIG.
10B. Then, it is judged that the touched points P1 and P2 are
released (Yes in step S10) and also it is judged that another
one or two points are not touched (No in step S11—No in step
S15).

Accordingly, a straight line SL. having touched points P1
and P2 as the end points thereof'is drawn and displayed (step
S21).

(Drawing of Concentric Circle CC)

FIGS. 11A and 11B each show a display operation per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display concentric circle CC
through a figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.
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If it is determined that user H touches three points P1, P2
and P3 on the touch panel display unit 17 as shown in FIG.
11A (Yes in step S22), it is determined that touched points P1,
P2 and P3 are moved (Yes in step S23).

If touched points P2 and P3 are moved like an arc around
touched point P1, it is judged that touched points P2 and P3
are moved (Yes in step S23) and then it is judged whether loci
L1 and 1.2 of touched points P2 and P3 satisfy a fixed condi-
tion of the arc with respect to touched point P1 (step S24).

If it is judged that the arc condition of locus [.1 from

touched point P2 to touched point P2' and locus L2 from
touched point P3 to touched point P3' correspond to radius
P1-P2 (P2") and radius P1-P3 (P3') is satisfied, as shown in
FIG. 11B (Yes in step S24), basic figure data of the concentric
circle is read out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and a
concentric circle CC whose size is adjusted is drawn and
displayed such that touched point P1 is located on the center
of the concentric circle and touched points P2 (P2') and P3
(P3") are located on the arc (step S25).
If it is judged that the locus L1 from touched point P2 to
touched point P2' and the locus .2 from touched point P3 to
touched point P3' do not satisfy the fixed condition of the arc
(No in step S24), a first locus from touched point P2 to
touched point P2' and a second locus from touched point P3 to
touched point P3' are drawn and displayed as they are (step
S26).

(Drawing of Combination of a Plurality of Figures)

FIGS. 12A, 12B and 12C each show a display operation
(part 1) performed on the figure input screen GF in accor-
dance with a touch operation to draw and display a combina-
tion of parallel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through a
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

FIGS. 13A, 13B and 13C each show a display operation
(part 2) performed on the figure input screen GF in accor-
dance with a touch operation to draw and display a combina-
tion of parallel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through a
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

FIGS. 14A, 14B and 14C each show a display operation
(part 3) performed on the figure input screen GF in accor-
dance with a touch operation to draw and display a combina-
tion of parallel lines PL, triangle TR and circle Cir through a
figure drawing process of the touch panel PDA 10.

While the parallel lines PL. corresponding to touched
points P1' and P2' and their loci .1 and [.2 are being drawn
and displayed on the touch panel display unit 17 in accor-
dance with the processes of steps S1 to S5, S7 and S8
described above as shown in FIGS. 12A and 12B, if user H
first moves one of the touched points and inputs a handwritten
character “1” in order to add characters “1” and “m” to the
parallel lines PL, it is judged that one point is touched and
moved (Yes in step S27 Yes in step S29). After that, it is
judged that the user releases the touched point (Yes in step
S30), and a locus corresponding to the movement of the
touched point is drawn and displayed as a handwritten char-
acter “1” HC (step S31).

If the handwritten character “1” HC displayed above the
parallel lines PL is touched and held at one point by the user
as shown in FIG. 12C, it is judged that one point is touched
and held for a fixed time period (Yes in step S27—Yes in step
S28) and it is also judged that the handwritten character “1”
HC is touched (step S32). Accordingly, the handwritten char-
acter “1” HC is selected and selection marks Sa to Sd are
displayed (step S33).

When the handwritten character “1” HC is touched and
selected, if it is judged that the touched point is moved (Yes in
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step S34), the handwritten character “1” HC is displayed
while moving in the direction of the movement of the touched
point (step S35).

After it is judged that the user’s touch is released from the
selected handwritten character HC (Yes in step S36), if it is
determined that the handwritten character HC is touched
again (Yes in step S37) and it is also determined that the
touched point is moved within a fixed range of the character-
istic points such as the apexes and the center of another drawn
figure (Yes in step S38), the moved handwritten character HC
is registered as a symbol or a mark of the characteristic points
of the drawing, and data of the drawn figure that is being
displayed on the figure input screen GF, including the hand-
written character HC, is registered in the drawing data regis-
tration memory 12e (step S39).

After it is judged that the user’s touch is released from the
selected handwritten character HC (Yes in step S36), if it is
determined that the handwritten character “1” HC is flicked in
the left direction (FL.) as shown in FIG. 13A (step S42), the
handwritten character “1” HC that has been flicked in the left
direction (FL) is recognized in accordance with the character
recognition program 125 and converted into a regular italic
character “1” RC, and the italic character is displayed (step
S43).

If it is judged that the handwritten character HC is flicked
in the right direction (FR), though not shown (step S40), the
handwritten character HC that has been flicked in the right
direction (FR) is recognized in accordance with the character
recognition program 125 and converted into a regular gothic
character GC, and the gothic character is displayed (step
S41).

After that, as shown in FIG. 13B, a handwritten character
“m” HC is drawn and displayed under the parallel lines PL. in
accordance with the same character input process (steps S27
to S43). Then, the handwritten character is converted into a
regular italic character “m” RC and this italic character is
displayed.

As shown in FIGS. 13B and 13C, in accordance with the
processes of steps S1 to S3 and S10 to S14, a triangle TR
corresponding to the touched points P1, P2 and P3 and their
loci is drawn and displayed on the touch panel display unit 17
s0 as to conform to the displayed parallel lines PL.

After that, in accordance with the same character input
process (steps S27 to S43), handwritten characters “A”, “B”
and “C” HC are drawn and displayed near the apexes of the
triangle TR. Then, the handwritten characters are converted
into regular gothic characters “A”, “B” and “C” RC and these
gothic characters are displayed.

As shown in FIGS. 14A and 14B, in accordance with the
processes of steps S1 to S6, a circle Cir corresponding to the
touched points P1 and P2 (P2') and the locus L is drawn and
displayed on the touch panel display unit 17 such that it
inscribes in the displayed triangle TR.

Then, as shown in FIG. 14C, the figure input screen GF on
which the parallel lines (1, m) PL, triangle (A, B, C) TR and
circle Cir are drawn and displayed in combination, and reg-
istered in the drawing data registration memory 12e.

(Drawing of Figure of Graph y)

FIGS. 15A and 15B each show a display operation per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display graph y of an Nth-order
curve through a figure drawing process of the touch panel
PDA 10.

When it is judged that a user touches the touch panel
display unit 17 (Yes in step S1), if it is determined that X-Y
coordinates are being displayed for graphical representation
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as shown in, for example, FIG. 15A (Yes in step S2), it is
determined whether the user touches one point or two points
(step S44/S52).

Ifthe user touches one point P1 on the X-Y coordinates and
moves the touched point P1 to draw a quadratic curve, it is
judged that one point P1 is touched (Yes in step S44) and it is
judged that the touched point P1 is moved (Yes in step S45)
and it is judged whether the locus L satisfies a fixed condition
of the Nth-order curve (step S46).

If it is judged that the locus L of the movement from the
touched point P1 to the touched point P1' satisfies the condi-
tion of the quadratic curve (Yes in step S46), basic figure data
of the quadratic curve is read out of the drawing figure data-
base 12¢, and a graph y of the quadratic curve whose size is
adjusted is drawn and displayed so as to coincide with the
locus L from the touched points P1 to P1' within a fixed range
(step S47).

And a quadratic function expression y=(x-5)"2 corre-
sponding to the graph y of the drawn quadratic curve is also
displayed (step S48).

If it is judged that the locus L from the touched point P1 to
the touched point P1' satisfies a fixed condition of a sinusoidal
curve (Yes in step S49), basic figure data of the sinusoidal
curve is read out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and a
graph y ofthe sinusoidal curve whose size is adjusted is drawn
and displayed so as to coincide with the locus L. from the
touched points P1 to P1' within a fixed range (step S50).

And a sine function expression y=sin(x+m) corresponding
to the graph y of the drawn sinusoidal curve is also displayed
(step S51).

FIGS. 16A and 16B each show a display operation per-
formed on the figure input screen GF in accordance with a
touch operation to draw and display graphs y1 and y2 of
sinusoidal curves through a figure drawing process of the
touch panel PDA 10.

If a user touches two points P1 and P2 on the X-Y coordi-
nates and moves the touched points P1 and P2 to draw hyper-
bolic sine waves as shown in FIG. 16A, it is judged that two
points P1 and P2 are touched (Yes in step S52) and it is judged
that the touched points P1 and P2 are moved (Yes in step S53)
and it is judged whether a locus L1 from the touched point P1
to the moved point P1' and a locus 1.2 from the touched point
P2 to the moved point P2' each satisty a fixed condition of the
sinusoidal curve (step S57).

If it is judged that the locus L1 of the movement to the
touched point P1' and the locus 1.2 of the movement to the
touched point P2' satisfy the conditions of the sinusoidal
curve (Yes in step S57), basic figure data of hyperbolic sine
waves which differ in phase is read out of the drawing figure
database 12¢, and graphs y1 and y2 of the sinusoidal curves
each size of which is adjusted, are drawn and displayed so as
to coincide with the locus L1 from P1 to P1' and the locus L2
from P2 to P2' within a fixed range (step S58).

And, sine function expressions y=10 sin(x) and y=10 sin
(x+1/4) corresponding to their respective graphs y1 and y2 of
the drawn hyperbolic sine waves are also displayed (step
S59).

If it is judged that the user does not move the two touched
points P1 and P2 on the X-Y coordinates but releases the
touched points (Yes in step S52. Yes in step S54), a graph y of
a straight line connecting the touched points P1 and P2 is
drawn and displayed (step S55).

And a linear function expression y=f(x) corresponding to
the drawn straight line is also displayed (step S56).

According to the figure drawing function of the touch panel
PDA 10 with the above configuration, therefore, a user
touches positions corresponding to a plurality of characteris-
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tic points of his or her desired figure on the touch panel
display unit 17, moves the touched positions in accordance
with the shape of the figure, and releases the touched posi-
tions and touches another position. Thus, the characteristic
conditions of different figures (a circle, parallel lines, an
equilateral triangle, a triangle, square, a rectangle, a quad-
rangle, a straight line, a concentric circle, an ellipse, etc.) are
judged in accordance with the touched positions, the loci of
movement of the touched positions, and the other touched
position, thereby determining a type of the figure and a draw-
ing-position thereof. In accordance with the determined fig-
ure type and drawing-position, a basic figure of a correspond-
ing type is read out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and
drawn and displayed in the drawing-position with its size
adjusted.

Therefore, it is natural that the above drawn figure is not a
handwritten one, and the user need not choose a type of the
figure in advance. Accordingly, the user can draw and display
his or her desired figure quickly and clearly by his or her
intuitive and graceful touch operation.

According to the figure drawing function of the touch panel
PDA 10 with the above configuration, if a user touches one
point and moves the touched point in accordance with the
shape of a desired character, a handwritten character corre-
sponding to the locus of the movement is drawn and dis-
played. If the user touches one point of the handwritten char-
acter and moves the touched point, the handwritten character
is also moved in the direction of the movement and displayed.
Ifthe user touches and flicks the displayed handwritten char-
acter in the right direction, the handwritten character is rec-
ognized and converted into a gothic character and displayed.
If the user flicks it in the left direction, the handwritten char-
acter is recognized and converted into an italic character and
displayed.

Therefore, for example, a symbol and a mark, which are
associated with the desired figure drawn and displayed on the
touch panel display unit 17 in accordance with the user’s
touch operation, can easily be attached to an arbitrary position
such as the center and apexes of the figure.

Furthermore, if a locus corresponding to a user’s desired
graph is touched and moved while X-Y coordinates are dis-
played on the touch panel display unit 17, the characteristic
conditions of different graphs (an Nth-order curve, a sinusoi-
dal curve, hyperbolic sine waves, etc.) are judged in accor-
dance with the touched position and its locus, thereby deter-
mining a type of graph and a drawing-position thereof. In
accordance with the determined graph type and drawing-
position, a basic figure (graph) of a corresponding type is read
out of the drawing figure database 12¢, and drawn and dis-
played in the drawing-position with its size adjusted.

Therefore, it is natural that the above drawn figure (graph)
is not a handwritten one, and the user need not choose a type
of'the figure (graph) in advance. Therefore, the user can draw
and display his or her desired figure (graph) on graph coor-
dinates quickly and clearly by his or her intuitive and graceful
touch operation.

The processes and database of the touch panel PDA 10
according to the embodiment of the above figure drawing
apparatus, such as the figure drawing processes (part 1 to part
3) shown in the flowcharts of FIGS. 2 to 4 and the drawing
figure database 12¢, can be stored in the external storage
medium 13, such as a memory card (a ROM card, a RAM
card, etc.), amagnetic disk (a floppy disk, a hard disk, etc.), an
optical disk (a CD-ROM, a DVD, etc.) and a semiconductor
memory, and distributed as programs that can be executed by
a computer. The operation of a computer of the electronic
apparatus including the touch panel display unit 17 is con-
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trolled by programs that are read out of the external storage
medium 13 and stored in the storage unit 12, thereby achiev-
ing a figure drawing function corresponding to points touched
by a user and a way to touch the points as described in the
above embodiment and performing the same process using
the above technique.

Program data for achieving the above techniques can be
transferred on the network N as a form of a program code. If
this program data is captured by the computer communica-
tion control unit 15 connected to the network N, the above
figure drawing function corresponding to points touched by a
user and a way to touch the points can be achieved.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. A figure drawing apparatus comprising:

a touch panel;

a display unit;

a touch position detection unit which detects (i) a single
touch position, (ii) a plurality of touch positions simul-
taneously, and (iii) a movement of at least one of the
touch positions detected in accordance with a user’s
touch operation of the touch panel;

a drawing figure determination unit which, when the touch
position detection unit detects a plurality of touch posi-
tions simultaneously, determines a type of a figure and a
drawing-position of the figure in accordance with the
touch positions detected simultaneously and a following
movement of the touch positions detected by the touch
position detection unit, or the touch positions detected
simultaneously and a new touch position other than the
touch positions detected by the touch position detection
unit;

a figure display control unit which displays a figure on the
display unit in accordance with the type of the figure and
the drawing-position of the figure determined by the
drawing figure determination unit;

a one-point locus display control unit which, when the
touch position detection unit detects the single touch
position and then the movement of the single touch
position, displays a locus of the movement of the single
touch position on the display unit;

a locus moving unit which selects and moves a locus of the
movement of the touch position displayed on the display
unit by the one-point locus display control unit; and

a symbol registration unit which, when the locus of the
movement of the touch position is moved into a prede-
termined range near a characteristic point of the drawing
by the locus moving unit and is released from being
selected within the predetermined range, registers the
locus of the movement of the touch position as a symbol
indicating the characteristic point of the drawing, and
arranges the locus of the movement of the touch position
in a position suitable as the symbol indicating the char-
acteristic point of the drawing.

2. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the touch position detection unit further detects at
least one next touch position when the user’s touches are
released from some of the plurality of touch positions
detected simultaneously in accordance with the user’s
touch operation of the touch panel; and
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wherein the drawing figure determination unit includes a
next-touch drawing figure determination unit which,
when the touch position detection unit detects the next
touch position, determines a figure of a type and a draw-
ing-position of the figure corresponding to the plurality
of'touch positions detected simultaneously and the next
touch position.

3. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 2,

wherein the drawing figure determination unit includes:

a triangle condition judging unit which judges that condi-
tions of a triangle are satisfied when a next touch posi-
tion is detected by the touch position detection unit when
one of the plurality of touch positions detected simulta-
neously is released;

a quadrangle condition judging unit which judges that con-
ditions of a quadrangle are satisfied when next touch
positions are detected by the touch position detection
unit when some of the plurality of touch positions
detected simultaneously are released; and

a determination unit which determines that the type of the
figure is a triangle when the triangle condition judging
unit judges that the conditions of a triangle are satisfied,
and determines the drawing-position of the triangle in
accordance with the touch positions detected simulta-
neously and the next touch position, and which deter-
mines that the type of the figure is a quadrangle when the
quadrangle condition judging unit judges that the con-
ditions of a quadrangle are satisfied, and determines the
drawing-position of the quadrangle in accordance with
the touch positions detected simultaneously and the next
touch positions.

4. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the drawing figure determination unit includes an arc
condition judging unit which judges that an arc condition is
satisfied, when the touch position detection unit detects a
plurality of touch positions simultaneously and further
detects a movement of at least one of the plurality of touch
positions,

wherein when the arc condition judging unit judges that the
arc condition is satisfied, the type of the figure is deter-
mined as a circle and the drawing position thereof is
determined as a position corresponding to the locus of
the movement if two touch positions are detected, and
the type of the figure is determined as a concentric circle
and the drawing position thereof is determined as a
position corresponding to the locus of the movement if
three or more touch positions are detected.

5. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the drawing figure determination unit includes a
parallel condition judging unit which judges that a parallel
condition is satisfied, when the touch position detection unit
detects a plurality of touch positions simultaneously and fur-
ther detects movements of at least two of the plurality of touch
positions,

wherein when the parallel condition judging unit judges
that the parallel condition is satisfied, the type of the
figure is determined as parallel lines and the drawing
position thereof is determined as a position correspond-
ing to the locus of the movement.

6. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the drawing figure determination unit includes:

a coordinates display judging unit which judges whether
graph coordinates are displayed on the display unit;

an Nth-order curve condition judging unit which, when the
coordinates display judging unit judges that the graph
coordinates are displayed and the touch position detec-
tion unit detects a movement of a touch position, judges
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whether a locus of the movement of the touch position
satisfies a condition for an Nth-order curve; and
a sinusoidal curve condition judging unit which, when the
coordinates display judging unit judges that the graph
coordinates are displayed and the touch position detec-
tion unit detects a movement of a touch position, judges
whether the locus of the movement of the touch position
satisfies a condition for a sinusoidal curve,
wherein the type of the figure is determined as an Nth-order
curve and the drawing position thereof is determined as
a position corresponding to the locus of the movement
when the Nth-order curve condition judging unit judges
that the locus of the movement of the touch position
satisfies the condition for an Nth-order curve, and the
type of the figure is determined as a sinusoidal curve and
the drawing position thereof is determined as a position
corresponding to the locus of the movement when the
sinusoidal curve condition judging unit judges that the
locus of the movement of the touch position satisfies the
condition for a sinusoidal curve.
7. A figure drawing method of an electronic apparatus
including a touch panel and a display unit, which allows a
plurality of touch positions to be detected, the method com-
prising;
performing a touch position detection function which
detects (1) a single touch position, (ii) a plurality of touch
positions simultaneously, and (iii) a movement of at
least single touch positions in accordance with a user’s
touch operation of the touch panel;
performing a drawing figure determination function for,
when the touch position detection function detects a
plurality of touch positions simultaneously, determining
atype of a figure and a drawing-position of the figure in
accordance with the touch positions detected simulta-
neously and a following movement of the touch posi-
tions detected by the touch position detection function,
or the touch positions detected simultaneously and a new
touch position other than the touch positions detected by
the touch position detection function;
performing a figure display control function for displaying
afigure on the display unit in accordance with the type of
the figure and the drawing-position of the figure deter-
mined by the drawing figure determination function;

performing a one-point locus display control function for,
when the single touch position is detected by the touch
position detection function and then the movement of
the single touch position is detected, displaying a locus
of the movement of the single touch position on the
display unit;

performing a locus moving function which selects and

moves a locus of the movement of the touch position
displayed on the display unit by the one-point locus
display control function; and

performing a symbol registration function which, when the

locus of the movement of the touch position is moved
into a predetermined range near a characteristic point of
the drawing the locus moving function and is released
from being selected within the predetermined range,
registers the locus of the movement of the touch position
as a symbol indicating the characteristic point of the
drawing, and arranges the locus of the movement of the
touch position in a position suitable as the symbol indi-
cating the characteristic point of the drawing.

8. A non-transitory recording medium having stored
thereon a program which is executable by a computer of an
electronic apparatus including a touch panel and a display
unit, which allows a plurality of touch positions to be
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detected, the program being executable by the computer to
control the computer to perform functions comprising:

a touch position detection function which detects (i) a
single touch position, (ii) a plurality of touch positions
simultaneously, and (iii) next touch positions when a
user’s touches are released from some of the plurality of
touch positions in accordance with a user’s touch opera-
tion of the touch panel;

a drawing figure determination function for, when the
touch position detection function detects a plurality of
touch positions simultaneously, determining a type of a
figure and a drawing-position of the figure in accordance
with the touch positions detected simultaneously and a
following movement of the touch positions detected by
the touch position detection function, or the touch posi-
tions detected simultaneously and a new touch position
other than the touch positions detected by the touch
position detection function;

a figure display control function for displaying a figure on
the display unit in accordance with the type of the figure
and the drawing-position of the figure determined by the
drawing figure determination function;

a one-point locus display control function for, when the
single touch position of one point is detected by the
touch position detection function and then the move-
ment of the single touch position is detected, displaying
a locus of the movement of the single touch position on
the display unit;

alocus moving function which selects and moves alocus of
the movement of the touch position displayed on the
display unit by the one-point locus display control func-
tion; and

asymbol registration function which, when the locus of the
movement of the touch position is moved into a prede-
termined range near a characteristic point of the drawing
by the locus moving function and is released from being
selected within the predetermined range, registers the
locus of the movement of the touch position as a symbol
indicating the characteristic point of the drawing, and
arranges the locus of the movement of the touch position
in a position suitable as the symbol indicating the char-
acteristic point of the drawing.

9. A figure drawing apparatus comprising:

a touch panel;

a display unit;

a touch position detection unit which detects (i) a single
touch position, (ii) a plurality of touch positions simul-
taneously, and (iii) a movement of at least one of the
touch positions detected in accordance with a user’s
touch operation of the touch panel;

a drawing figure determination unit which, when the touch
position detection unit detects a plurality of touch posi-
tions simultaneously, determines a type of a figure, and
a drawing-position of the figure in accordance with the
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touch positions detected simultaneously and a following
movement of the touch positions detected by the touch
position detection unit;

a figure display control unit which displays a figure on the
display unit in accordance with the type of the figure and
the drawing-position of the figure determined by the
drawing figure determination unit;

a one-point locus display control unit which, when the
touch position detection unit detects the single touch
position and then the movement of the single touch
position, displays a locus of the movement of the single
touch position on the display unit; and

a character display control unit which displays the locus of
the movement of the touch position displayed by the
one-point display control unit on the display unit as a
handwritten character.

10. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 9,

further comprising:

a character moving unit which selects and moves the hand-
written character displayed on the display unit by the
character display control unit; and

a character registration unit which, when the handwritten
character is moved into a predetermined range near a
characteristic point of the drawing by the character mov-
ing unit and is released from being selected within the
predetermined range, associates and registers the hand-
written character with the characteristic point of the
drawing, and arranges the handwritten character in a
position suitable as the symbol indicating the character-
istic point of the drawing.

11. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the character display control unit recognizes a char-
acter of the handwritten character, converts the character of
the handwritten character into a digital font, and displays the
converted character.

12. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when a movement of the touch position is detected
after a single touch position is detected by the touch position
detection unit, the one-point locus display control unit dis-
plays the locus of the movement of the touch position as a
character on the display unit.

13. The figure drawing apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the one-point locus display control unit includes:

a character recognition unit which recognizes the locus of
the movement of the single touch position displayed by
the one-point locus display control unit as a character;
and

a character conversion display control unit which converts
the locus of the movement of the single touch position
displayed by the one-point locus display control unit
into the character recognized by the character recogni-
tion unit and displays the character.
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